


















































































































































1.1 Introduction		 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 11	
1.2 What	this	thesis	is	about		 	 	 	 	 	 	 11	
1.3 The	context	of	the	study		 	 	 	 	 	 	 11	
1.4	 Who	the	researcher	is	and	why	this	research	is	important	to	him			 14	
1.5	 The	main	questions	that	the	thesis	sets	out	to	address		 	 	 16	
1.6	 Conclusion		 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 18	
	
Chapter	2		 Literature	review	
2.1	 Introduction		 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 19	
2.2	 Art	education	and	the	role	of	the	art	teacher	in	the	pre-Second-World-War	
period		 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 19	
2.3	 Art	education	and	the	role	of	the	art	teacher	in	the	post-Second-World-War	
period		 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 24	
2.4	 Subject-centred	and	discipline-centred		 	 	 	 	 29	
2.5	 The	National	Curriculum		 	 	 	 	 	 	 35	
2.6	 Pertinent	studies	into	the	role	of	the	art	teacher		 	 	 	 46	
2.7	 Traditional	concepts	of	artist	and	artisan	and	designer	and	craftsperson	in	
art	education	in	England		 	 	 	 	 	 	 56	
2.8	 Liberal	and	utilitarian	aims	of	art	teaching		 	 	 	 	 58	
2.9	 Conclusion		 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 61	
2.9.1	 Summary	of	what	the	literature	reveals		 	 	 	 	 62	
	 6	
2.9.2	 Questions	raised	by	my	reading	of	the	literature		 	 	 	 62	
2.9.3	 The	aims	of	the	research		 	 	 	 	 	 	 68	
2.9.4	 The	conceptual	framework	for	this	research		 	 	 	 69	
2.9.5	 The	three	imperatives	model		 	 	 	 	 	 73	
		
Chapter	3	 Methodology	
3.1	 Introduction		 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 78	
3.2		 Approach	to	research		 	 	 	 	 	 	 78	
3.3	 Participants		 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 80	
3.4	 Sample	of	teacher	participants	for	interviews		 	 	 	 80	
3.5	 The	teacher	participants	for	surveys		 	 	 	 	 81	
3.6	 Data	collection	methods		 	 	 	 	 	 	 83	
3.7	 Semi-structured	in-depth	interviews		 	 	 	 	 83	
3.8	 Online	surveys		 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 85	
3.9	 Validity	and	reliability	–	transferability	and	dependability		 	 87	
3.10	 Introduction	to	data	analysis		 	 	 	 	 	 89	
3.11	 Rationale	for	data	analysis		 	 	 	 	 	 	 89	
3.12	 Procedure	for	data	analysis		 	 	 	 	 	 	 89	
3.13	 Limitations		 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 91	
3.14	 Ethical	considerations		 	 	 	 	 	 	 91	
3.15	 Conclusion		 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 92	
	
Chapter	4	 	Presentation	of	responses	from	interview	and	survey	data	
4.1	 Introduction		 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 93	
4.2	 What	was	your	preparation	for	teaching	art	and	design?		 	 	 93	
4.3	 What	is	the	difference	between	an	art	teacher,	a	design	teacher,	and	an	art	
and	design	teacher?		 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 93	
4.4	 How	does	being	required	to	teach	both	art	and	design	affect	your		
teaching?		 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 94	
4.5	 What	is	the	department	known	as	within	the	school?	Art	department,	
design	department	or	art	and	design	department?		 	 	 95	
	 7	
4.6	 When	you	are	teaching	art,	do	you	work	in	an	art	room,	a	design	room,	or	
an	art	and	design	room?		 	 	 	 	 	 	 95	
4.7	 How	are	you	identified	by	colleagues?	As	the	art	teacher,	the	design	
teacher,	the	art	and	design	teacher?		 	 	 	 	 95	
4.8	 Do	you	feel	aspects	of	the	subject	may	have	been	lost	as	a	consequence	of	
the	dual	role?		 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 96	
4.9	 Do	you	think	art	teachers	being	required	by	the	government	to	teach	both	
art	and	design	means	extra	work	for	teachers?		 	 	 	 97	
4.10	 Do	you	think	art	teachers	being	required	to	teach	art	and	design	improves	
the	art	component?		 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 97	
4.11	 What	effect	does	the	requirement	to	teach	art	and	design	have	on	you?	98	
4.12	 A	stated	priority	in	education	is	to	get	pupils	into	jobs.	Do	you	think	this	
affects	your	teaching?		 	 	 	 	 	 	 98	





other	artists?			 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 101	
4.16	 Do	you	view	your	job	as	primarily	educating	children	to	be	artists,	
appreciators	of	art,	well-rounded	citizens,	workers	or	other?		 	 101	
4.17	 Online	survey	data		 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 102	
4.18	 Why	did	you	become	an	art	teacher?		 	 	 	 	 103	
4.19	 What	are	the	top	3	priorities	in	your	teaching	role	now?			 	 	 103	
4.20	 Following	the	EBacc,	what	has	been	its	impact?		 	 	 	 104	
4.21	 Do	you	think	taxpayers	should	fund	art	education?		 	 	 105	
4.22	 Conclusion		 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 106	
	
Chapter	5		 Analysis	and	discussion	of	findings			
5.1		 Introduction		 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 107	
5.2	 Liberal	Imperative		 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 108	
5.3	 Utilitarian	Imperative		 	 	 	 	 	 	 114	
	 8	
5.4	 Is	the	role	more	utilitarian	than	teachers	envisaged?		 	 	 117	
5.5	 Social	Imperative		 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 119	
5.6	 Conclusion		 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 126	
	
Chapter	6	 Summary,	contribution,	and	recommendations	
6.1	 Introduction		 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 129	
6.2	 Summary	of	findings			 	 	 	 	 	 	 129	
6.3	 Questions	from	chapter		 	 	 	 	 	 	 130	
6.3.1	 What	happens	if	art	teachers	find	themselves	being	required	to	teach	a	
subject	they	do	not	identify	with?		 	 	 	 	 	 130	
6.3.2 What	if	teachers	view	the	addition	of	design-based	approaches	with	their	
inevitable	connection	with	utilitarian	rather	than	liberal	aims,	a	threat	to	
cherished	liberal	child-centred	pedagogies?		 	 	 	 133	
6.3.3 What	if	the	redefined	role	requires	a	redefinition	of	what	teachers	are	and	
why	they	teach	art?		 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 134	
6.3.4 What	if	teachers	do	not	know	what	is	expected	of	them?			 	 135	
6.3.5 What	if	teachers	teach	the	same	way	as	they	have	always	taught	within	the	
new	utilitarian	regime?		 	 	 	 	 	 	 136	
6.3.6 How	is	teacher	training	for	art	and	design	different	from	art?		 	 137	
6.3.7 Have	serving	teachers	received	this	training?		 	 	 	 137	
6.3.8 What	effect	has	teaching	art	and	design	had	on	lesson	content,	lesson	aims,	
and	outcomes?		 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 138	
6.4	 Contribution	to	practice		 	 	 	 	 	 	 139	
6.5		 Recommendations		 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 141	
6.6	 Possibilities	for	future	study			 	 	 	 	 	 146	
	
Reference	List		 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 147	
















































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































Participants	 Coding	Reference	 Experience			 Degree	
Teacher	1	 Clive	 38	years	 Painting	&	printmaking	
Teacher	2	 Pam	 30	years	 Education	
Teacher	3	 Molly	 20	years	 Fine	art	
Teacher	4	 Trevor	 11	years	 Fine	art	

































Participants	 Coding	Reference	 Experience			 Degree	
Graham	 Teacher	6	 24	years	 Fine	art	
Louise	 Teacher	7	 22	years	 Fine	art	
Samantha	 Teacher	8	 20	years	 Fine	art	
Tony	 Teacher	9	 20	years	 Fine	art	
Philip	 Teacher	10	 18	years	 Sculpture	
Rachael	 Teacher	11	 18	years	 Fine	art	
Miriam	 Teacher	12	 17	years	 Art	&	design	
Mark	 Teacher	13	 12	years	 Art	&	design	
Caleb	 Teacher	14	 11	years	 Fine	art	
John	 Teacher	15	 10	years	 Theatre	design	
Kirsten	 Teacher	16	 10	years	 Textiles	
Leah	 Teacher	17	 10	years	 Fine	art	
Cheryl	 Teacher	18	 9	years	 Art	&	design	
Ryan	 Teacher	19	 9	years	 Fine	art	
Amy	 Teacher	20	 8	years	 Theatre	design	
Samual	 Teacher	21	 7	years	 Printmaking	
Jane	 Teacher	22	 2	years	 Art	&	design	







































































































































































































































































































teachers’	 own	 experiences	 of	 teaching	 art.	 All	 participants’	 names	 and	 names	 of	
schools	were	 anonymised	 to	 protect	 their	 identities.	 The	 data	was	 analysed	 using	
content	analysis	procedures	(Robson	2002)	and	by	my	own	hand,	to	get	a	feel	for	the	
	 92	
data.	 It	was	 for	 this	 reason	 that	Guba	 and	 Lincoln’s	 recommendation	 for	member	
checking	was	used.	Participants	were	all	given	the	opportunity	to	view	appropriate	
forms	of	 the	 final	 report	over	one	week	and	 to	critically	comment.	The	 researcher	
has	employed	established,	tried	and	tested	methods	for	establishing	reliability	in	his	




















































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































Participants	 Coding	Reference	 Experience			 Degree	
Teacher	1	 Clive	 38	years	 Painting	&	printmaking	
Teacher	2	 Pam	 30	years	 Education	
Teacher	3	 Molly	 20	years	 Fine	art	
Teacher	4	 Trevor	 11	years	 Fine	art	
Teacher	5	 Claire	 1	year	 Theatre	design	
Teacher	6	 Graham	 24	years	 Fine	art	
Teacher	7	 Louise	 22	years	 Fine	art	
Teacher	8	 Samantha	 20	years	 Fine	art	
Teacher	9	 Tony	 20	years	 Fine	art	
Teacher	10	 Philip	 18	years	 Sculpture	
Teacher	11	 Rachael	 18	years	 Fine	art	
Teacher	12	 Miriam	 17	years	 Art	&	design	
Teacher	13	 Mark	 12	years	 Art	&	design	
Teacher	14	 Caleb	 11	years	 Fine	art	
Teacher	15	 John	 10	years	 Theatre	design	
Teacher	16	 Kirsten	 10	years	 Textile	design	
Teacher	17	 Leah	 10	years	 Fine	art	
Teacher	18	 Cheryl	 9	years	 Art	&	design	
Teacher	19	 Ryan	 9	years	 Fine	art	
Teacher	20	 Amy	 8	years	 Theatre	design	
Teacher	21	 Samual	 7	years	 Printmaking	
Teacher	22	 Jane	 2	years	 Art	&	design	












































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































	Idealism		 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 Materialism	
	
Liberal	Imperative	 	 	 	 	 Social	Imperative	 	 	 	 Utilitarian	Imperative	
	
	
1762	Rousseau	–	Emile	–	Natural	Education	
1852	Cole	–	Schools	of	Design	
1857	Ruskin	-	Unity	of	Applied	and	Fine	Arts	–	More	Freedoms			
1887	Froebel	-	Natural	Flowering	of	the	Child	
1888	Thomas	Ablett	Schools	of	Drawing	and	Freedoms	
1895	James	Sully	Developmental	Stages	of	Children	
	 	 1911	Holmes	-	Mechanical	Obedience’	to	the	‘Path	of	Self-Realisation’		
1911	Finlay-Johnson	-	Child-Centred	Expressive	Form	of	Education	through	Drama	
1920	Nunn	-	More	Play	In	Arts	Education	
1920	Caldwell	Cook	-	‘Play	way'	
1923	Hadow	Report-	Imagination	and	creativity	
1930s	Marion	Richardson	–	Child	Self-Expression	
1934	RR	Tomlinson	–	Picture	Making	By	Children	
1938	Spens	Report	–	Liberal	Art	Education	–	Freedom	from	Purely	Utilitarian	Art	Education	
1943	Viola	–	Child	Art	
1943	Read	–	Education	Through	Art	
1947	Lowenfeld	–	Child	Development	
1955	Hospers	–	Children	Not	Solitary	Geniuses	–	Less	Self	Expression	
1956	Basic	Design	Movement	–	Bauhaus	Influences	
1963	Manzella	–	Teachers	Teach	Out	of	A	Concern	for	People	not	Things			
1966	Barkan	–	Discipline-Based	Approaches	–	Sequential,	Objectives	Structure	
1966	Elliot	–	Art	Experienced	‘From	Within'	or	‘From	Without'	
1967	Plowden	Report	–	Child-Centred	Education	–	Creative	Play	
1970	Field	–	Integrity	of	Children	and	Integrity	of	Art	
1970	Macdonald	–	History	and	Philosophy	of	Art	Education	
1972	Eisner	–	Discipline-based	Art	Education	(DBAE)	
1974	Hirst	–	Liberal	Education	and	the	Nature	of	Knowledge	
1974	Witkin	–	Intelligence	of	Feeling	
																	1976	Callaghan	–	Ruskin	College	Speech	–	Great	Debate	
1979	Barrett	–	Course	Design	–	Worthwhile	Outcomes	
1980s	Baynes	–	Design	Based	Art	Education	
1882	Alison	–	Four	Domain	Curriculum	
1984	Greer	-	Discipline-based	Art	Education	(DBAE)	
1982	Robinson	–	Arts	in	Schools	Project	–	Integration	of	Arts	And	Curriculum	
1986	Thistlewood	-	Social	Significance	of	Art	Education	
1986	Taylor	–	Educating	For	Art	–	Critical	Response	–	Visual	Literacy	
1987	Bruce	–	More	Knowledge	–	Subject-centred	Art	Education	
1988	Education	Reform	Act	–	National	Curriculum	
1988	Steers	–	Critical	of	Reforms		
1989	Robinson	–	Gulbenkian	Report	–	Arts	Not	about	Jobs	and	Arts	Value	Not	Officially	Understood	Or	Recognised	
1990	Efland	–	Streams	Of	Influence	In	the	Development	Of	Art	History	
1993	Ross	–	Don’t	interfere	with	Child	Expression	–	Learning	Through	Art	
1996	Abbs	–	Paradigm	Shifts	
1999	Robinson	–	All	Our	Futures	Report	–	Creativity	In	Schools	
1999	Swift	&	Steers	–	Manifesto	For	Art	Education	
2005	Hickman	-	Rationales	For	Art	Education	
		
		
	
Appendix	VI:	Art	Education	Literature	Within	3	Imperatives		
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Appendix	VII:	What	I	did	–	my	actions	and	decisions		
	
1. I	read	the	art	education	literature	and	themes	within	concepts	were	
identified.	
2. I	produced	some	reflexive	writing	and	themes	within	concepts	were	
identified	–	e.g.	themes	of	accountability	in	education,	teacher	agency,	
narrowing	of	the	curriculum	within	the	concept	of	a	utilitarian	imperative.	
3. I	looked	for	broad	patterns,	generalisations,	or	theories	from	themes	/	
concepts	in	literature	and	my	reflexive	writing.	
4. I	posed	to	myself	a	tentative	theory	of	three	imperatives	formed	with	
hypotheses	that	maybe	dissatisfaction	and	tensions	among	teachers	could	be	
improved	through	clearer	explication	of	the	teacher	role,	what	is	expected	of	
teachers,	and	through	the	realisation	of	a	social	imperative	achieved	through	
a	balancing	of	utilitarian	and	liberal	imperatives.	
5. I	used	this	tentative	theory	to	construct	questions	designed	to	test	my	
hypothesis	for	my	semi-structured	interviews	with	a	convenience	sample	of	5	
teachers.	
6. I	analysed	data	using	thematic	analysis	procedures.	Additional	themes	were	
identified.	
7. I	surveyed	18	teachers	from	an	online	purposive	sample,	using	questions	
developed	from	themes.	
8. I	analysed	data	using	thematic	analysis	procedures.	Additional	themes	were	
identified.		
9. I	presented	findings.			
10. I	discussed	the	implications	of	the	study	and	made	my	recommendations.			
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Appendix	VIII:	Art	&	Design	Overview	
	
	
	
	
ART	
(Visual	Arts)	
Design	
Craft	
Decorative	Arts	
Designers	
Craftspersons	
Artisans	
Products	
Industry	
Economy	
Nationalism	
Materialism	
Consumerism	
Aesthetics	
Beauty	
Human	Expression	
Skills	
Visual	Language	
Perception	
Formal	Elements	
Graphicacy	
Technique	
Drawing	
Making	
Intellect	
Creativity	
Imagination	
Confidence	
Fluency	
Relationships	
Cultures	
	
Art	
Self	
Spirit	
Mind	
Body	
Feelings	
Difference	
Similarity	
Identities	
Stories	
Myths	
Artists	
Aesthetics	
Beauty	
Applied	Arts	Fine	Art	
Painting,	Sculpture,	Printmaking,	Photography,	
Film-making,	Architecture	
Industrial	Design,	Cultural	Design,	Graphic	Design,	
Ceramic	Design,	Fashion/Textile	Design,	
Photographic	Design,	Architectural	Design	
